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changed hands), and poured out on Poe, Jun« 23, a flood of scurrility ; besides a plentiful use ol billingsgate and the easy charge of intoxication there was in particular a specific accusation o£ ob taming money under false pretenses and of down right forgery. Foe replied four days later in tin Philadelphia " Saturday Gazette," and exercisei his powers of recrimination at a length and wit] an effect that makes one think of the lion and tli jackal. Of course he confessed his poverty am his excesses, with the pitiful extenuation that th latter were the unavoidable result rather than th cause'of his misfortune; but he exculpated liimsel from the charges affecting his integrity, and had h not in his turn indulged in intemperate persons abuse there w.ould have been nothing to desire i his rejoinder. Pbe also brought suit against th "Mirror," and, no witnesses appearing1 to justif the libel, he was adjudged damages, February li 1847, in the sum of $226, with costs to the defei dant.
Notwithstanding the wrath1 of a few manikin Poe's "Literati" was not a prose Dunciad; an the impression that liis criticism in general was a anathema on American mediocrity is an entire] false one. Not infrequently, indeed, be expose some fool's folly with the raillery and zest of 'Ijoy's untroubled enjoyment in the low comedy < the situation.; now and then, in a more bitter moo' he - could with deliberate leisure pull some inseerbocker," Poe bad an old grudge, and just at i;Ms time Briggs had succeededei
